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Senior Status Judge James Bell receives Chief Justice Award 
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Convention. The annual 
award recognizes individu-
als whose actions signifi-
cantly impact the law, the 
administration of justice, 
and the people of the State 
of Mississippi.  
    Chief Justice Randolph 
selected Judge Bell in 
recognition of his efforts 
during the past two years 
to reduce the case backlog 
in Hinds County Court. 
Judge Bellôs endeavors  
resulted in removing more 
than 103,000 cases from 
the dockets of the County 
Court of Hinds County.  
    The award reads, in 
part, that ñas part of his 
service as Senior Status 
Judge, he, along with his 
staff of Deenie Miller, Is-
sac Ward, and Cameron 
Ghaffari, with indispensa-
ble assistance from Nathan 

    Senior Status Judge 
James D. Bell is the recipi-
ent of the 2022 Chief Jus-
tice Award. 

    Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Mike Randolph pre-
sented the award on July 
15 at the Mississippi Bar 

Evans, Director of Missis-
sippi Electronic Courts, 
Lisa Counts, Deputy Di-
rector of the Administra-
tive Office of Courts, and 
Zack Wallace, Hinds 
County Circuit Clerk, have 
conducted a meticulous, 
systematic review of thou-
sands of case files, identi-
fying active cases needing 
hearings, stale cases need-
ing closure, and long since 
completed cases needing 
documentation.ò Such 
ñtireless work exemplifies 
the spirit of public ser-
vice.ò 
    Judge Bell  is the long-
est currently serving Sen-
ior Status judge in the 
state. He began accepting 
Senior Status case appoint-
ments in 1989 after serv-
ing for six years as an 

Chief Justice Mike Randolph, at right, presents the Chief 
Justice Award to Senior Status Judge James Bell at the Mis-
sissippi Bar Convention on July 15. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Chancellor Deborah J. 
Gambrell Chambers of 
Hattiesburg received the 
2022 Judicial Excellence 
Award on July 15. 
    The award was present-
ed during the annual busi-
ness session at the Missis-
sippi Bar Convention. 
    The Barôs Board of 
Commissioners established 
the Judicial Excellence 
Award to recognize judges 
who exceed the call of 
their judicial office. Recip-
ients exemplify judicial 
excellence through leader-
ship in advancing the qual-
ity and efficiency of jus-
tice and possess high ide-

als, character and integrity. 
Judge Gambrell Chambers 
received this honor for her 
outstanding leadership, 
efficiency in the field of 
jurisprudence and her 
character and integrity. 
    The Board of Bar Com-
missioners noted that 
Judge Gambrell Chambers  
has served with distinction 
for the past 11 years. Gov. 
Haley Barber appointed 
her as a Chancellor for the 
10th Chancery Court Dis-
trict in 2011. She graduat-
ed from the University of 
Southern Mississippi in 
1972 with a Bachelor of 

Judge Gambrell Chambers receives Judicial Excellence Award 

Bar President Blake Teller, at right, presents the Judicial 
Excellence Award to Judge Deborah Gambrell Chambers. 


